29 November 2007

NULCA

As a licensed plumber and gasfitter I write with concern about some of the on-going problems with the Natural Gas Supply Industry.

There is a regular occurrence of the underground gas supply system being dug up causing disruption to industry and the general public which has been mentioned by the local media over the last year.

A lot of these problems could be considerably reduced at no cost to the Gas Co. if at the time of installation of these services a simple system of procedures were introduced.

The two main problems that should be addressed are:

1. The as-installed plan of gas services supplied by Dial Before You Dig is of very poor quality. They are not produced in a digital cadastre form. There is no north point shown and the plans are incomplete. They do not show the branched utility service which runs from main to a point 225 from the boundary. Directional drilling is not marked on the plans.

2. The nylon/PE pipe from main to boundary and the main lines often do not have trace wires installed or if installed, do not extend to a point where they can be traced – this means the installation does not comply.

If the Gas Co. were to introduce inspections of new services after the trench had been backfilled, they could connect on to the trace wire and if they could not trace the service the job would not comply. They could also draw a plan of the service that was traced and add it to the latest DBYD plans. This inspection, if necessary, could be charged to the contractor.

The amount of money saved in the future to persons excavating in roads and road reserves eg other utilities, councils, contractors, etc would be considerably reduced in time alone, not withstanding any damage and the safety of workers in general and the public would be considerably improved.

Regards

Stephen Fraser
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